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Executive Summary

to the processes of regional cooperation and 

1

sis on those treaties that referred to common 

participation; security; solidarity and interde

culture.

signatories. 

liefs of dominant groups and culture in some 
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signed. 

In the area of transparency and good govern

of this charter has not meant that corruption 

ments on good governance and transparency 

to the charter.

signed. In spite of the current scourge of ter

cenarism in Africa is another very important 

strengthen peace and human security in many 
countries. 
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There is thus a need to intensify campaigns 

movement of arms and armed groups.

transport and energy have had mixed respons
es. The African Civil Aviation Commission 

Revised Constitution of the African Civil Avi

services and to harmonise aviation policies 

port in the region and the potential for inland 

of goods and people if the charter is imple

not signed or implemented it.

ed to natural resources and the environment 

proactive in protecting their natural resourc

African Convention on the Conservation of 

of those that signed. 

on the Ban of the Import into Africa and the 

those that signed. 

African economies on nature and natural re
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the current generation from further under
mining the lives and livelihoods of future 
generations. 

all. 

signed. 

and high scores on human development. One 

countries feel that they are ahead of others 

monising policies and initiatives.

tions to their funds have attracted a limited 

include the African Civil Aviation Commis
sion Constitution and the Convention on the 
Revised Constitution of the African Civil 

and national authorities are struggling to 
sustain national civil aviation authorities that 
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support a regional civil aviation commission 

countries that are not signing or ratifying the 

stitution of the Association of African Trade 

itation Institute. These and other instruments 

viding services to those that need them and 
charging them service fees. In an initial period 

instruments related to them may attract more 

player. But the state is no longer in that po

lishing an African Technical Cooperation 

modalities of organising such exchanges are 

national environmental management author

organs that oversee their implementation. 

these internal structures seems to outsid

interventions.
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• Continue its efforts to encourage the very 

• 

namic instruments related to the rights of 

• 

practices still prevail in some countries and 

improved. 

• 

in implementing instruments related to 

corruption.

• 

• 

strengthen rural development and environ
mental studies. These should aim to create 

cultural foundations for protecting natu

• 
avoided ratifying or even signing some 
of the crucial instruments in spite of their 
economic leadership and exemplary role 

strengthen the voice of the continent and 
enhance capacity for collective action on 

future.

• 
agencies created through instruments re

disincentive for signing and ratifying such 
instruments.

• 

reforms.

• Further strengthen the concept of a peo
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pursued to the highest level for all and not 
only through their national or accredited 

vided for in existing instruments).

• 

and government. 

the African Capacity Building Foundation 

of laying foundations for attaining the As

• 

develop research and capacity develop
ment programmes to address these needs.

• Identify anchor institutions of research and 
capacity development involved in regional 

and other capacities to create core compe

integration and accelerate implementation 

• 

of these instruments. These steps should 
accelerate implementation of Articles 14 

• 

support to stop development partners from 

• 

human resource audits and use their results 

core competencies for each role. The aim 
is to reduce redundant staff and increase 

resource management. 

• 

These should strengthen good governance 
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• 

development (as stated in Africa Capacity 

developing small grant schemes to provide 
seed funds to help set up policy manage
ment units; providing training support 
to regional centres offering research and 

• 

ers) in exercising oversight functions on 

cols are implemented. And support them to 

• 

The goal is to enhance regional coop
eration and integration; institutionalise 
common democratic values; and accelerate 
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1
Introduction

2

society participation; security; solidarity and 
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long time to complete and matured after the 

2. Basic instruments or instruments of 
general application.

and democracy. 

4. Instruments on peace and security.

5. 
and energy.

Instruments on natural resources and the 
environment.

Instruments on trade and investment.

Instruments on rights of special groups.

Instruments on African culture.

10. Instruments on health and social 
protection.

These chapters summarize provisions and 

mentation challenges. Chapter 11 contains 

celerate these processes at the national and 
regional levels.
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2
Basic Instruments of 
General Application

2.1 The Treaty Establishing the 
African Economic Community

2.1.1 Summary of provisions

ensuring a secure and prosperous future for 
the people of Africa; fostering collective 

operation and integration of programmes; 

peaceful settlement of disputes and promo
tion of a peaceful environment conducive to 

concluding agreements aimed at harmonizing 
and coordinating policies of regional eco

and science and technology; adopting a com

harmonizing and coordinating environmental 

for the development of the Community; en
acting legislation aimed at implementing the 

lations of the Community. 

nity. The maximum transitional period for 
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nal taxes existing at the date of entry into force 
of the Treaty; strengthening sectoral integra

industry and energy; and coordinating and 

ment of a customs union through adoption 

the principle of free movement of persons; 
and constituting proper resources of the Com

structures of the community and African mul

Other provisions relate to organs of the 
Community (Chapter III); strengthening 
regional economic communities (Chapter 

trade (Chapter V); free movement of persons 

(Chapter VII); food and agriculture (Chap

2.1.2 Ratification status
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2.2 The Protocol to the Treaty 
Establishing an African Economic 
Community Relating to the Pan 
African Parliament

2.2.1 Summary of provisions

Community. These Articles provide for the 

versal adult suffrage to represent their people. 

facilitating implementation of the decisions 

ing regional integration; promoting peace and 

and economic recovery; and facilitating co

are provided for in Article 11. They include 

harmonization and coordination of policies of 

and programmes of the Community. The rules 
of procedures are provided for in Article 12; 

it to convene annual consultation forums 

2.2.2 Ratification status
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2.3 The Protocol to the Constitutive 
Act of the African Union Relating to 
the Pan African Parliament

2.3.1 Summary of provisions

ness and the system of representation of the 

resenting the interests of all the peoples of 

facilitating cooperation and development; 

of common destiny; facilitating cooperation 

of instruments; and encouraging the African 

The structure of representation is spelled out 

determination reached in cases of election 

his or her duties due to mental or physical 

moral integrity and imprisoned for more than 
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on draft legal instruments and international 

the same as those extended to representatives 

for developing policies for the management 

Bureau. 

Article 14 provides for an oath or solemn 

and each ordinary session may last up to one 
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the Commission to it at least once during its 

2.3.2 Ratification status

2.4 The Constitutive Act of the 
African Union, 2000

2.4.1 Summary of provisions

peoples; defending sovereignty and national 

litical and economic integration; promoting 

and disaster responses; transport and com
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and Cultural Council. Other provisions relate 
to standard issues such as the imposition of 

2.4.2 Implementation challenges

that the economies of the African countries 

to stand alone. They called upon African 
countries to unite and collectively invest in 
developing their resources. 

mediate formation of an African government 

for some years.

ernment appointed seven from among them 

integration. The team of seven presented its 

capital that the idea of a union government 

accelerate existing initiatives in economic 
and political cooperation; and strengthen re

4
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the transformation of the Commission into 

closed and a gradual transformation cau

grated Africa.

regional cooperation and regional integration 

matters. 

surrendering their sovereignty. Integration is 

to a collective authority. The successful im
5 
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in the African systems and the solution in 

regional and international space. The reso

integration programmes. On the movement 

have a common passport each. 

there are still restrictions on the right of 

report noted that countries that have made 

reforms have experienced sharp increases 

also argued that the movement of goods and 

accommodating differences in economic 

eight years to eliminate tariffs and the rest 

space free for movement of goods persons 
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had achieved the targets of the second stage 
(harmonization of activities and progressive 

The third stage (free trade areas and customs 

of them. 

forming a customs union. It has developed a 

visas for residents of partner states for short 

employees or investors there is a generalized 

• 
lectively as no one country can resolve 

• 
development and integration of immense 

• 

capacities.

• 

partners.

• Funding of the minimum integration 

integration fund.

• 
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• 
ing or implementing free trade area 
arrangements.

• 

all.

• 

proved very challenging.

• 

• Africa still faces challenges in harmoniz

to implement decisions made at the region

cede their competencies and sovereignty. 

• 

2.4.3 Ratification status

2.5 Protocol on Amendments to 
the Constitutive Act of the African 
Union

2.5.1 Summary of provisions

discussed and adopted at the 2nd Ordinary 

defence and foreign relations; and to invite 
and to encourage full participation of the 

and crimes against humanity or in order to 

entering into treaties or alliances that are in

through their Chairpersons or Committees 
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representation to assist the Chairperson of 

resentation. Other Articles provide for entry 

2.5.2 Ratification status

2.6 The Inter-African Convention 
Establishing an African Technical 
Cooperation Programme

2.6.1 Summary of provisions

courage cooperation and solidarity among 

in case of termination of such agreements. 
Articles 11 and 12 provide for salaries and 

leges and immunities of persons employed 

provides for the rights of employed experts 
to transfer their earnings to their home coun

Travel expenses and entitlements are covered 

covers shipping costs. The remaining sections 

relates to provision of technical and advanced 

to implement the treaties and conventions on 

an orderly exchange of experts rather than 
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fective. Chapter II provides for the procedure 

parties concerned. The remaining Articles are 

tection to experts serving other governments 

2.6.2 Ratification status

2.7 African Charter on the Values 
and Principles of Decentralization, 
Local Governance, and Local 
Development

2.7.1 Summary of provisions

as government processes and institutions at 

and transform livelihoods and communities 
at the local level and to ensure that local 

attracts investments that promote inclusive 

eradication; promote a common vision and 
core values on decentralized governance and 
development; and guide policy processes and 

among institutions of local governance at all 
levels.

and inclusiveness; solidarity and respect for 

integrity. Other values include civic respon

of government and mandating them to exer

governments or local authorities to have 

manner through democratically constituted 

fect their competencies.

policy and programme initiatives and their 
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institutions of local governance are called 

at national and local levels are transferred to 
local institutions of governance for econom

and transparent mechanisms and in consulta

tion and underlines the need to recognize and 

ciples and to implement programmes and 

diversity. 

Article 10 states the need for institutions of 
local governance to discharge their functions 

for all and to ensure that traditionally mar
ginalized groups and communities are given 
priority in service delivery. These institutions 
are called upon to refrain from any forms of 

placed minorities. 

upon to ensure that local institutions of gov

of local governance to specify their local de
velopment plans and operational cooperation 

central governments and local communities 

central authorities to pass legislation to 

structured community platforms involving 

and other actors in a manner conducive to 
the democratic and peaceful expression of 
ideas. It also calls upon central and local insti
tutions of governance to create room for the 

mechanisms for full participation in elections 
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Article 14 calls for legislative measures aimed 

of various actors and providing for communi

of handling and resolving grievances and 

issues related to transparency and integrity. 
Central governments are expected to adopt 
legislation and mechanisms to monitor com

local governance institutions. 

achieve this goal. 

develop programmes for continuous capacity 

pass legislation vesting local governance in

have to provide appropriate support and over
sight to ensure that resources are effectively 

ments can secure loans and grants. 

to adopt legislation regulating partnerships 

independent and effective functioning of such 
associations and to support them to participate 
fully in the processes of regional integration 

grating its provisions into their policies and 
strategies; to put decentralization and local 
development at the centre of governance and 
development; and to demonstrate political 

and standards of the Charter into their de

mesticating the Charter and to integrate its 

gional policies. They are also expected to 

government platforms and forums. 

for implementation; to facilitate the creation 
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governance and effective service delivery 
through harmonizing policies; and to support 
and facilitate the formation of an appropriate 
advisory continental platform for collective 
voice and action. It is also expected to assist 

parent and impartial systems of recognizing 

amendment of the Charter.
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3
Governance, Transparency, 

and Human Rights

3.1 The African Charter on 
Democracy, Elections, and 
Governance

3.1.1 Summary of provisions

herence to universal values and principles 

unconstitutional changes of government; to 
promote and protect independence of the 

coordination and harmonization of good 

development process; to enhance cooperation 

ment measures that demonstrate respect for 
human rights and democratic principles as 

suring representative governments; holding 

participation of citizens in democratic and de
velopment processes; promoting transparency 

and impunity; strengthening political plural

and human rights; to recognize popular par
ticipation through universal suffrage as an 

doms and human rights; to strengthen organs 

forms of discrimination; to institute legal and 
administrative measures to protect the rights 

religious diversity; to develop social policies 

human security; and to protect the rights of 

port democratic principles and practices and 
to consolidate the culture of democracy 
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the provision of civic education. In Chapter 

over armed and security forces and punishing 

commissions; provide mechanisms for ad
dressing election disputes; ensure fair play in 
electoral contests; and ensure that there are 

unconstitutional changes of government. It 

suspending the state concerned from the ac

party proved to have instigated or supported 
an unconstitutional change of government in 

the strengthening of legislative authorities 
and legally recognized political parties; 
strengthening popular participation through 

civil society organizations; reform of the sys

development and utilization of information 
and communications technology; freedom 
of expression; popularization of democratic 
values; and prevention of chronic and endem
ic diseases. It also contains commitments to 

and political arenas. It also contains com

special needs in the processes of governance. 
Commitments on good political governance 

security forces; consolidation of multiparty 

In addition there are commitments to decen

The Charter contains provisions on the use 
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of culture and recognition and tolerance of 
diversity; and development of policies aimed 

menting the Charter. The remaining Articles 

3.1.2 Ratification status

3.1.3 Implementation challenges

democratizing the political systems through 

collective action and continuous dialogue on 

electoral frauds have persisted in many coun

the negative role of security forces and the 

a matter of life and death for many of them 

Charter a strong vehicle for peace and unin

3.2 The African (Banjul) Charter on 
Human and People’s Rights

3.2.1 Summary of provisions
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and the particular characteristics of African 
values and positive cultures. It confers rights 

and freedoms contained in the human rights 

freedoms of all their people irrespective of 

dignity of their citizens and protect them from 
any form of exploitation; and to ensure their 

It incorporates individual and group rights 

Individuals also have a duty to preserve 
harmonious development and coherence of 
the family; to respect parents and support 

national communities; to preserve national 

al values and African unity. 

for six years. The Chapter provides for the 

advise governments on cases involving these 
rights; formulate principles and rules aimed at 

interpret the provisions of the Charter on re

Chapter IV provides for the principles the 

Commission can use in implementing the 
Charter. They include instruments of the 

3.2.2 Ratification status
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some of its provisions into their national con

3.2.3 The importance of domesticating 
the Charter 

some courts in the region have resorted to the 

national legislation devoid of full protection 

stitution regarding the right of citizenship in 
the case of Attorney General of Botswana v. 
Unit Dow.

of Chakufwa Chihana v. The Republic that the 

3.3 Protocol to the African Charter 
on Human and People’s Rights on 
the Establishment of an African 
Court on Human and People’s 
Rights

3.3.1 Summary of provisions

 It has 

or any other African organization recognized 

3.3.2 Ratification status
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3.4 The Protocol on the Statute of 
the African Court of Justice and 
Human Rights

3.4.1 Summary of provisions

Chapter II provides for the end of terms of 

The functions of the Court are spelled out in 

es. Article 12 provides for the independence 

diplomatic privileges and immunities from 
legal proceedings are provided for in Article 

ings of the Court. Conditions of service of 

and advisory opinions of the Court. The Court 

3.4.2 Ratification status
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3.5 The Protocol on Amendments to 
the Protocol on the Statute of the 
African Court of Justice and Human 
Rights

3.5.1 Summary of provisions

cle 2). The Court has original and appellate 

hear matters or appeals relating to agreements 

the proactive mandate of the African Com

to continue proceedings on cases and matters 

the Court.

bis). The 

The remaining provisions relate to signa

authority; entry into force; and procedure for 
amendments.

3.6 The African Union Convention 
on Preventing and Combating 
Corruption

3.6.1 Summary of provisions

a response to the negative effects of corrup

and their negative impacts on the develop
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include soliciting and accepting personal 

enrichment. 

ruption commissions; adopt legislative 

management and procurement systems; pro

the proceeds of corruption and calls upon 

measures and investigation procedures for 
handling corruption related offences; and to 

and to ensure effective prosecution of cor

enrichment. 

to adopt legislative and other measures that 

private sector; and to encourage the partici

participation of the media and civil socie

environment for the media and civil society 
to hold governments to the highest levels of 

risdiction for offenses involving corruption 

their citizens in other countries if the offense 

Article 15 provides for procedures in extra

and administer proceeds or instrumentali

or property of the value of such proceeds of 
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corruption. 

accounts and facilitating the repatriation of 

measures on the continent; to collect and 
document information on corruption offences 

information on the negative impact of cor
ruption in the region; to advise governments 

conduct of multinational corporations oper
ating in Africa; and to develop and promote 

3.6.2 Ratification status

3.6.3 The changing nature of corruption 
in Africa

aimed at increasing space for political ac

cy in service delivery through competitive 

2000). 
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from adopting the necessary collective action 

3.7 The African Charter on Values 
and Principles of Public Service and 
Administration

3.7.1 Summary of provisions

delivery; to encourage modernization and im

harmonization of policies and procedures 

users; professionalism and ethics; promotion 
and protection of the rights of users; institu

and dignity of all users and to perform accord

from users; and to adopt simple and friendly 

and respect for time frames in service delivery. 

ernize service delivery through innovative 

and neutrality. Article 10 urges them to re
spect rules and codes of conduct; to refrain 

for services rendered; and not to use their 

Chapter IV provides for the rights of the 

of expression and association (Article 15); 
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marginalized groups. Article 20 calls for 

stitutionalized. Article 21 calls upon them 

programmes to strengthen effectiveness and 

Article 22 calls for adoption of the principles 

implementing the Charter are developed; a 

Charter and to integrate the principles of 

2011).

Article 24 provides for reporting and fol

the institutionalization of recognition and 

3.7.2 Ratification status

3.7.3 Implementation challenges

3.8 African Charter on Statistics
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3.8.1 Summary of provisions

the importance of statistical information to 

and to entrench a culture of respect for the 

information; to serve as an advocacy tool for 

use of statistical information; to facilitate the 
coordination of statistical activities in Africa; 

authorities at the national level; to support a 

reduce duplication in implementing statistical 

simultaneously. Other principles are data pro

or punitive proceedings; and coordination of 

the necessary measures to ensure that their 

ment the Charter and monitor compliance at 

statistics system. 

to statistical legislation; harmonization of 

other resources for statistics activities. It also 

and standards; coordinating statistical activ
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3.8.2 Ratification status

A11.) 

3.8.3 The roles of statistics

countries have come close to achieving the 

governance.  
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4
Peace and Security

4.1 The Protocol Relating to the 
Establishment of the Peace and 
Security Council of the African 
Union

4.1.1 Summary of provisions

Article 5(2) of the Constitutive Act of the 

cil. This Council is a collective security and 

coordinate and harmonize efforts to prevent 

defense policy; and to promote democratic 

responses to crisis situations; respect for the 

development; respect for sovereignty and ter

and crimes against humanity; and the right of 

peace and security. 

Article 5 provides for the composition of the 

itarian action and disaster management. Its 

2002).

give advice to the Council or the Commission 
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centre. The information generated is used 

rapid deployment. The deployment of such 

and resolution. 

of the Council. 

es a revolving Trust Fund (Article 21). The 

2002).

4.1.2 Ratification status

4.1.3 Implementation of successes and 
challenges

had distinguished itself from earlier organs 

The philosophical point of departure is that 

people 
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that it distanced the Council from politicians 

executive authority it needs for rapid re

million to peace and security efforts in 2004. 

million. From that time  dependence on donor 

Commission are a serious threat to the sus

operate. The provisions are more administra

the Council has no control. There are no 

out prior coordination.

ments they accede to. But it is not unusual 

supplies of arms to any parties in countries 

2005).10

4.2 The African Union Non-
Aggression and Common Defence 
Pact

4.2.1 Summary of provisions
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more states to commit such acts of aggres

other transnational criminal groups to carry 

on committing acts of aggression against a 

to resolve any differences peacefully; to re
frain from use of force or threat to use force 
against each other; to develop and strengthen 
friendly relations among them; to promote 

lectively to respond to aggression or threats 

provide mutual assistance to their common 
defense and security; not to recognize any 

resulting from the use of aggression; to es

regional integration; and in the meantime to 

(Article 5). Areas of cooperation agreed upon 
include mutual legal and other assistance; 

arrest and prosecution of illegal groups; and 
exchange of military intelligence information. 
They also commit to avoid entering into in
ternational or regional commitments that are 

2005).

for research and development of an African 
peace doctrine; the African Centre for the 

ing Articles relate to peaceful settlement of 

4.2.2 Ratification status

ry of some countries that have experienced 

also paradoxical that the countries experienc

accommodated. 
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4.3 The OAU Convention on the 
Prevention and Combating of 
Terrorism

4.3.1 Summary of provisions

struments on terrorism; and to produce regular 

of arms and ammunition; to strengthen the 

tional organizations; to promote information 

rorism include the exchange of information 

instruments of terrorism (Article 5). The 

or a state or government facility adopted or 

ecution of persons suspected of committing 

The Convention provides for mutual as

investigation. It also provides for authorities 

concerning their citizens or crimes com

investigations are provided for in Article 14 

provisions on cooperation in the investiga

and disputes that may arise out of implemen

4.3.2 Ratification status
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A14.)

4.4 The OAU Convention for the 
Elimination of Mercenarism in 
Africa

4.4.1 Summary of provisions

movements in Africa. It remains important 

the extraction of minerals and other natural 
resources that involve mercenaries. 

or the state itself if it is involved in armed 

mination or the territorial integrity of another 
11

prevent their nationals or foreigners on their 
territories from engaging in acts of merce
narism; to prevent passage of mercenaries or 

against any African state or its people in their 

ensure the implementation of the Convention. 

on issues of investigation and criminal pros
ecution. Article 11 provides guarantees for 
fair trial of mercenaries. The remaining Arti

4.4.2 Ratification status

It is unsurprising that at the time the Con

antagonize their hostile and aggressive neigh

is that these countries have not signed the 
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Convention decades after apartheid ended. 

narism and the threat continues. It is also not 

sign the Convention.

4.5 The Convention Governing 
the Specific Aspects of Refugee 
Problems in Africa

4.5.1 Summary of provisions

due to fear of persecution. A person ceases 

end of the circumstances that had made them 

that the person has committed a crime against 

to any penalties for having left the country. 

them to travel outside the country unless this 

4.5.2 Ratification status

AFRICA CAPACITY REPORT 2015
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their citizens living outside their countries as 

aged to ratify the Convention. 

4.6 The African Union Convention 
for the Protection and Assistance of 
Internally Displaced People in Africa 
(Kampala Convention)

4.6.1 Summary of provisions

their homes as a result of or in order to avoid 

placement; to respect principles of humanity 

humanitarian activities aimed at protection 

complicity thereof; to ensure the accounta

resources extraction leading to displacement; 

Convention; to promulgate other policies 
relevant to the Convention and provide 
the necessary funds for the protection and 

principles enshrined in the Convention into 
peace negotiations and agreements. 

vent conditions that may lead to the internal 
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lective punishment (Article 4(4)). 

dependency on land due to their culture or 
spiritual values. They are called upon to treat 

duty to provide protection and humanitarian 

the necessary measures to organize relief and 

nel; and to ensure that armed groups comply 

International organizations and humanitarian 

movement; recruiting children and involv

and violating the civilian and humanitarian 

in order to protect and provide assistance 

ing against any person or group. They have 
a duty to refrain from and to prevent acts of 
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productive and sexual health; to ensure their 

or resettlement; to guarantee them freedom of 
movement; and to respect and maintain the 

organizations in providing solutions for re

disputes relating to the property of displaced 

ures to restore the lands of the communities 

Article 12 provides for remedies for dis

composition for damage incurred as a result of 
their displacement and to pay compensation 

The implementation of the Convention is 

ties. The Conference facilitates cooperation 

Convention. 

The rest of the provisions relate to applica

4.6.2 Ratification status

pledged to ratify the Convention. Immedi
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4.7 African Nuclear Weapon Free 
Zone Treaty (Pelindaba Treaty)

4.7.1 Summary of provisions

12 

pile nuclear materials or explosives; not to 

terials or explosive devises; and not to assist 
or encourage research on nuclear materials 

any nuclear devices on their territories. 

explosives illegal; to dismantle and destroy 
any nuclear devices in their possession and 
facilities supporting them; and to permit the 

processes of such destruction or dismantling. 

ment effectively the Convention Banning 
the Import into Africa and Control of Trans

tion to encourage the dumping of radioactive 

and technology for peaceful purposes and 

peaceful use of nuclear science and technolo

ensure the highest standards of security and 
safety to prevent the unauthorized use and 

conventional means on any nuclear installa

supervising compliance are spelled out in 

4.7.2 Ratification status
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4.8 The African Union Convention 
on Cross-Border Cooperation 
(Niamey Convention)

4.8.1 Summary of provisions

continent.

intelligence sharing on matters related to 

the provisions of the Convention and to en
sure that local territorial administrations or 

and to domesticate the provisions of the 
Convention in developing their policies and 

mentation of the Convention. This Article 
further provides that the activities related to 

to the Convention and designate focal points 

The Commission is expected to encourage 

regional and local authorities on either side 
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coordinate and facilitate implementation 

authorities in the evaluation of the implemen
tation processes; supporting intelligence and 

Continental Consultative Committee. This 

cooperation and identifying priority actions 

Article 12 provides that the interpretation of 

remaining Articles relate to the settlement of 

Convention. 

4.8.2 Ratification status
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5
Civil Aviation, Transport, and Energy

5.1 The African Civil Aviation 
Commission Constitution

5.1.1 Summary of provisions

for the African Civil Aviation Commission 

orderly development and use of air transport 

the operation of air services at regional and 

integrating policies of governments on com

fares and rates and advise governments ac
cordingly; to study the economic aspects of 

promote standards in civil aviation including 

cooperation in enforcing ICAO standards and 
in training; and to study the need for collec
tive arrangements for technical assistance in 

and reports. The remaining Articles relate 

5.1.2 Ratification status

5.2 The Convention on the Revised 
Constitution of the African Civil 
Aviation Commission 2009

5.2.1 Summary of provisions

it to facilitate harmonization of civil aviation 
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policies and practices on the continent as part 

The Convention sanctioned the contin
ued existence of AFCAC as a specialized 

coordinate civil aviation matters in Africa in 

ration; to formulate and enforce civil aviation 

mote the implementation of ICAO standards 

The functions of AFCAC include those to 

velopments in the aviation industry; to foster 
and coordinate the development of training 
programmes in Africa; to support the creation 

grammes and activities; to defend common 
African positions at international forums; 

harmonize common rules and regulations 

to coordinate the development of plans on 
infrastructure; to facilitate the election of Af

support the appointment of Africans to ICAO 
and other international aviation organizations 

considers external audit reports and appoints 
auditors; and ensures implementation of the 

convenes ordinary and extraordinary meet

to vote or nominate candidates at the plenary 

stitution (the latter is discussed in section 5.1 

5.2.2 Ratification status

Africa) had not signed the Convention. Other 
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5.3 The African Maritime Transport 
Charter

5.3.1 Summary of provisions

in maritime transport; to coordinate and har

and to protect the right of free access to ports 

international maritime conventions; to pro

for the Coordination of Activities of Regional 

and port operations and to strengthen existing 

ing institutes. 

use of electronic data interchange systems; 
and to set up or strengthen and use maritime 
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tions; to promote the consolidation of cargo; 

at their ports and to encourage the upgrading 
and dredging of port facilities. To improve 

age atomization and harmonization of tariff 

surveys and studies; and formulate strategic 

transit countries commit to coordinate their 
policies on inland transport. The remaining 

5.3.2 Ratification status

5.4 The Revised Maritime Transport 
Charter

5.4.1 Summary of provisions

port authorities in trade facilitation. Its main 

harmonized maritime transport policies; to 
facilitate and encourage regular consultations 
to generate common positions on interna

and multilateral cooperation on maritime and 

national institutions for research that encour

and national shipping lines; and to promote 

al transport and integrated models of transport 

tion organizations and encourage interaction 

AFRICA CAPACITY REPORT 2015
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they do not exist and strengthen their capacity 

research institutions and encourage cooper

defend the interests of shippers. They also 

servatories and in Article 11 to set up freight 
exchanges at national and regional levels 

to promote the formation of common mar

and to promote the formation of a dedicated 
fund for developing African shipping lines 

supporting the access of African operations 

maritime professions and transport auxiliary 

to foster the emergence of African maritime 

2010a).

Chapter VII contains commitments to pro

Chapter VIII covers the implementation of 

port reception services and facilities. Article 

developing and managing the movement of 

are the same is in the previous Charter (Ar

are encouraged to pass legislation on the safe

research and sharing of research reports on 
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5.4.2 Ratification status

5.5 The Convention of the African 
Energy Commission

5.5.1 Summary of provisions

the severe energy shortages and recurrent 

economies over the decades. To facilitate 
collective action in addressing energy issues 

of use of energy for development and to 

energy; coordination and harmonization of 
policies and programmes on energy; promo
tion of research and development on energy; 

procedures; promotion of partnerships on 

costs; and peaceful settlement of disputes 

standards and procedures; facilitate coopera
tion in exploiting energy resources; promote 
adoption of measures to prevent environmen
tal pollution in developing and managing 
energy resources; assist in the development 

ference; recommends appointment or removal 

comprises 15 senior energy experts elect

the Chair of the Commission; one represent
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is a Technical Advisory Body comprising 

forum on energy policies and programmes 
and advises the Commission (Article 2). 

5.5.2 Ratification status
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6
Natural Resources and the Environment

6.1 The African Convention on the 
Conservation of Nature and Natural 
Resources

6.1.1 Summary of provisions

ing the African peoples (Article II). In Article 

soil improvement and conservation through 

ing farming methods and soil conservation. 

methods of managing and using forests and 

fertility; to set aside areas for forest reserve 

gardens and regeneration of plant species of 

ensure conservation and proper use of fauna 

ods and proper regulation of permits. The 

protect threatened species of animals and the 
Convention spells out the classes of such pro

on the trade and transport of unprotected 

vation areas to protect ecosystems that are 

cooperate either to support the Convention or 

Convention. The remaining Articles relate to 

6.1.2 Ratification status

had signed. Those that have not acted at all 
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6.2 The Revised African Convention 
on the Conservation of Nature and 
Natural Resources

6.2.1 Summary of provisions

of all peoples to a satisfactory environment 

include the duty of states to ensure that devel
opmental and environmental needs are met in 

on soil conservation and prevention of soil 
erosion. The Revised Convention covers 

land development and management from 

the Revised Convention extends the provi

The earlier Convention concentrated on for

provisions that concentrated only on endan
gered species. The conservation is extended 

develop data on migratory and congregatory 

es of depletion of threatened animal or plant 
species and to protect them from extinction. 

imens and on conservation areas have not 

Article in the Revised Convention that deals 

sary to prevent and eliminate the detrimental 

and discharge limits; to provide for eco
nomic incentives for preventing harm to the 
environment; and to ensure use and reuse of 
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article calls upon parties to ensure that 
conservation policies are part of local and 
national development agendas; to ensure that 

environmental policies; and to institute poli

hostile activities. Its provisions commit 
parties to protect the environment during 

environment; to refrain from using destruc

14

natural resources. Other novel provisions 

mote environmental education; training and 

Convention spells out the organizational ma
chinery for implementing the Convention. It 

policy recommendations on implementing the 

Financial matters are provided for under Ar

provisions on reporting in this Convention 

The remaining articles relate to settlement of 

Convention15

6.2.2 Ratification status
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6.3 Agreement for the 
Establishment of the African Risk 
Capacity (ARC) Agency

6.3.1 Summary of provisions

provisionally entered into force the same day 

natural disasters leading to loss of lives and 

contingency plans for such events and mon
itor their effectiveness; to assist parties in 

2012).

is composed of all parties to the Agreement 

resentatives. It meets at least once a year. It 

atives of countries that have expressed their 

for three years. The functions of the Board 

developing and upscaling contingency plans 

of good standing for parties; approve poli
cies; and set guidelines on receipts of grants 
and donations and prepare meetings of the 
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of technical and administrative activities; 

rules and regulations; and preparation and 
presentation of reports and representation of 

2012).

6.3.2 Ratification status

6.4 The Convention for the 
Establishment of the African Centre 
for Fertilizer Development

6.4.1 Summary of provisions

into force. The planned Centre for Fertilizer 

technology transfer for improved fertilizer 

and demonstrate the role fertilizers can play 
in the improvement of agriculture; to develop 

competence in disciplines relevant to the 

is spelled out in Article VII (i). The Board 
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soon as the Convention enters into force. The 

6.4.2 Ratification status

6.5 The Bamako Convention on 
the Ban of the Import into Africa 
and the Control of Trans-boundary 
Movement and Management of 
Hazardous Waste within Africa

6.5.1 Summary of provisions

tinational companies in the territories of 

need to protect African peoples from health 

the presence of safeguards against pollution 

authority and appoint a focal point to receive 

moved from one country to another. Article 
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it mandatory for exporters to reimport the 

sending and receiving states have a duty to 

affect the human health and the environment 

in the implementation of the Convention; it 

promotes coordination and harmonization of 
policies; it considers and adopts protocols and 

Convention and its protocols. The remaining 

6.5.2 Ratification status
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7
Trade and Investment17

7.1 The Constitution of the 
Association of African Trade 
Promotion Organizations

7.1.1 Summary of provisions

African countries on matters of trade and to 
facilitate the coordination and harmonization 
of commercial policies in order to enhance 

The organs of the Association include the 

association; and directs the secretariat on its 

implementation of the decisions and policies 

7.1.2 Ratification status
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7.2 The Statute of the African 
Investment Bank

7.2.1 Summary of provisions

integration and development through invest

advancing regional economic integration; 

tor activities; and to assist in modernizing 

funds received in repayments of loans etc. 

funds not needed for immediate operations. 

from any government or authority other than 
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the Board may temporarily suspend the oper

7.3 The Protocol on the African 
Investment Bank

7.3.1 Summary of provisions

for studying or preparing and implementing 

7.3.2 Subscription status for shares of the 
Bank under the Protocol

7.4 Protocol on the Establishment 
of the African Monetary Fund

7.4.1 Summary of provisions

African monetary cooperation; strengthening 
capacity in the design and implementation 

clearing system for trade transactions among 
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Fund as a corporate legal personality and as 

solved upon recommendation of the Board of 

and governance and management structures. 

suspension and termination of the operations 

also contains provisions on the privileges and 

actions. It is provided that the Fund shall 
commence operations upon payment of at 

documents. 

7.4.2 Ratification status
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8
Rights of Special Groups

8.1 The African Charter on the 
Rights and Welfare of the Child

8.1.1 Summary of provisions

understanding. 

Chapter One of the Charter spells out the 

Charter (Article I). The Charter calls upon 

of the child in implementing the Charter; to 

protect their rights to education; and to ensure 

school are given an opportunity to continue 

the right of the child to rest and leisure and 
to engage in play and recreation; they also 
commit to promote the right of the child to 
participate in cultural and artistic activities. 

ed from all forms of economic exploitation 

the necessary measures to protect children 
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provides for the right of the child to parental 
care and protection and the right of the child 

case they are separated. Article 20 spells out 

housing and to support institutions respon

harmful cultural and social practices affecting 

participation of children in hostilities and to 

provisions of the international Convention 
on the Rights of the Child; and to ensure that 

helped through placement in another family or 

facilities; and ensuring that such mothers are 

and assist them in case of need; to serve the 
national community; to preserve social and 
national solidarity; to preserve and strengthen 

lishment and organizational structure of the 
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The Committee is mandated to promote and 
protect the rights of the child to collect and 

situations in Africa regarding the rights of the 
child in Africa; to formulate policies and rules 
on the protection of the child; to monitor im
plementation of the Charter; and to interpret 

Committee can receive communication from 

of investigation as provided for in Article 45. 
Reports on such investigations and commu

rights. The remaining articles relate to signa

8.1.2 Ratification status

tries expressed reservations. The government 

21 (2) on child marriage; Article 24 on adop

Articles 44 and 45 (1) on communications 

investigations.

8.2 The Protocol to the African 
Charter on Human and People’s 
Rights on the Rights of Women

8.2.1 Summary of provisions

modify social and cultural patterns of conduct 

acts involving all forms of violence against 

curriculum and social communication; to 
eradicate elements in traditional cultural 

punish perpetrators of acts of violence against 
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tions to support victims of such violence; to 

genital mutilation. 

in marriage; that there is no forced marriage; 

retain her maiden name and nationality; that 

tecting and educating their children; and that 

educational and other appropriate systems to 

10 calls upon them to ensure the increased 

and to ensure that such crimes are consid
ered crimes against humanity and that their 

11). Article 12 provides for the protection of 

ual harassment in educational institutions; 
to provide support facilities for victims of 
sexual harassment; and to integrate gender 
and human rights issues into education at all 

to guarantee freedom of choice of occupation; 

measures to recognize the economic value of 
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live in a healthy environment and calls upon 

person of her choice. Article 21 guarantees 

Articles relate to implementation and moni

8.2.2 Ratification status

8.2.3 Reasons for non-ratification

right to health and control of reproduction. 

reservations on Article 14 on promoting 

reservations on Article 10 (2) and (4) on the 

the grounds that the article could not or did 

on cultural and religious grounds. Tunisia 
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restricted and cannot effectively carry out 

2012). 

8.3 The African Youth Charter

8.3.1 Summary of provisions

the Charter. Article 2 guarantees the right of 

preventing discrimination against youth on 

Their right to economic social and cultural de

to disseminate information that can lead to 
the development of young people; to promote 
youth media; and to provide information 

leadership. Youth participation in communi
ty and national development is provided for 

ies; to create or facilitate platforms for youth 

tred policies and programmes; to promote 

develop comprehensive and coherent national 
youth policies after extensive consultation 

in all policies and programmes. The policies 

organizations and facilitate their participation 

ity and provides that such education should 
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nize the right of young people to a standard 

opment and calls upon them to enhance the 
attractiveness of rural areas to young people 

ic development; to facilitate easy access to 

development programmes. 

Article 15 provides for the right of every youth 
to gainful employment and calls for protec
tion of youth from economic exploitation. It 

issues in national development plans. Article 

tifying their reproductive and health needs; 
to institute programmes to address health 

support to organizations addressing youth 

mechanisms for promoting a culture of peace 

ensure that minors are segregated from adult 
convicts; and to use incarceration of youth as 

measures to promote and protect morals and 

communities; to eliminate traditional values 
that undermine the integrity and dignity of 

creativity of youth to promote positive cul
tural values; to intensify teaching in African 
languages at all levels of education; and to 

to return. Article 22 calls for recognition of 



70

A DIGEST OF OAU-AU TREATIES, CONVENTIONS AND AGREEMENTS, 1963 TO 2014

nate discrimination against girls and young 

that eliminate all forms of discrimination 
against them and to ensure that they partici

right of physically and mentally challenged 
youth to special care and calls upon the 

practices harmful to the health or dignity of 

custodians of development; to protect and 

and elders and assist them; to perform duties 
of citizenship; to promote youth develop
ment and economic development; to avoid 

defend democracy and human rights; and to 

protect the environment and conserve nature 

ganizations. The remaining Articles address 

8.3.2 Ratification status
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9
African Culture

9.1 The Cultural Charter for Africa

9.1.1 Summary of provisions

of International Cultural Cooperation adopt

cultural heritage; to assert the dignity of Afri

of cultural suppression; to encourage cultural 
cooperation; and to develop all the dynamic 

all elements that impede progress (Article 1) 

committed to provide access to education 
and culture to all their citizens; to promote 
freedom of creation and creativity; to respect 
national culture; to integrate selective ele
ments of technology into the cultural life of 

African culture; to develop national cultural 
policies; to integrate cultural development 
into national development plans and activi
ties; to encourage artists and protect creative 

centres on culture; and to support research on 
local African medicine and pharmacopeia. 

function of artists and craftsmen. In Articles 

continuous cultural development of youth; 

participation in cultural life; to adopt training 
policies on this; and to improve professional 

upon African governments to pay attention 

call for efforts to develop African languages 

cultural assets through tax exemptions; sup

culture through scholarships; and creating na
tional funds to support art and culture (Article 
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upon to adopt a convention on copyright in 

heritage and cultural intellectual property in 

mation exchange through the Association of 

institutions for training on culture. The re

9.1.2 Ratification status

9.2 The Charter for African Cultural 
Renaissance

9.2.1 Summary of provisions

replaces the Cultural Charter for Africa and 

signatories. 

the need to assert the dignity of African men 

their culture; to promote freedom of expres
sion and a culture of democracy; to preserve 
and promote African cultural heritage; to 

cooperation; to promote the popularization of 

ural heritage; to develop dynamic values of 
African culture that promote peace and good 
governance; and to provide African peoples 

spelled out in Article 4 and do not differ from 

element of African renaissance is added and 

reconstruct the historical memory and con

The part on cultural development differs 
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the Charter calls for national and regional ap

and there is acceptance that culture is not 

cultural innovation and development (Articles 

such actors through incentive measures in 

They also recognize elders and traditional 

al dialogue systems (Article 14). To facilitate 
the full participation of all in cultural devel

language policies and organize reforms to 
introduce the use of African languages in edu

to promote use of information and commu
nication media for cultural development 

The role of the state in cultural development 

previous Charter. The protection of African 
artistic goods and services is provided for in 

not differ from those in the old Charter). The 
same applies to the provisions on the protec
tion of African cultural heritage (Articles 25 

provisions are similar to those in the old 

promote African positions and perspectives; 

9.2.2 Ratification status
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10
Health and Social Protection

10.1. The Phytosanitary Convention 
for Africa

10.1.1 Summary of provisions

This is one of the oldest conventions of the 

sions on its entry into force. 

and other plant diseases through movement 

constitute a threat to agriculture in any part 

 At 

itary matters (Article VIII). The remaining 

10.1.2 Ratification status

10.2 The Agreement for the 
Establishment of the African 
Rehabilitation Institute (ARI)

10.2.1 Summary of provisions

adopted guiding principles on preventing dis

itation services; to create facilities to satisfy 
the needs of handicapped people; to promote 

national level and harmonize their conceptual 

rican cooperation and mutual assistance; to 
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to promote exchange of information; and to 
on technical matters; and acts on any other 

trol technical and administrative activities; 

dited; and to represent the ARI in its relations 

or participating states and organizations have 

10.2.2 Ratification status
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11
Observations, Conclusions, 

and Recommendations

11.1 Observations and Conclusions

countries have signed all the foundational 

on Amendments to the Constitutive Act of 

Table 1: Signature and ratification of foundational instruments of the AU

Instrument
Number of 
signatories

Percentage of 
Members that 
signed

Number of 
signatories that 

Percentage of 
signatories that 

acceded

Community 54 100

50

54 100

50

.
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of those that signed. The African Charter on 

signed. The same applies to the African Char

signed. 

In the area of transparency and good govern

of this Charter has not meant that corruption 

ments on good governance and transparency 

Table 2: Signature and ratification of AU instruments on governance, transparency, 
and human rights

Instrument
Number of 
signatories

Percentage of 
members that 
signed

Number of 
signatories that 

Percentage of 
signatories that 

50

44 19

52

44

The African Charter on the Values 

Administration

55.55 10

.
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of those that signed. In spite of the current 
scourge of terrorism that threatens to engulf 

signed.

cenarism in Africa is another very important 

strengthen peace and human security in many 
countries. 

including those that have not yet signed 

Table 3: Signature and ratification of AU instruments on peace and security

Instrument 
Number of 
signatories

Percentage of 
Members that 
signed

Number of 
signatories that 

Percentage of 
signatories that 

20

50 41

40 4520

in Africa 22

51

.
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There is therefore a need to intensify 

struments on peace and security given the 

groups.

transport and energy indicate mixed respons
es. The African Civil Aviation Commission 

the Revised Constitution of the African Civil 

improve aviation services and to harmonize 

port in the region and the potential for inland 

campaigns among those that have not signed 
or implemented it.

related to natural resources and the envi

more proactive in protecting their natural re

Table 4: Signature and ratification of AU instruments on communications, transport 
and energy

Instrument
Number of 
signatories

Percentage of 
Members that 
signed

Number of 
signatories that 

Percentage of 
signatories that 

The African Civil Aviation Commission 
Constitution 45 44

The Convention on the revised 
Constitution of the African Civil 

Charter

Commission

.
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African Convention on the Conservation of 

on the Ban of the Import into Africa and the 

those that signed. 

African economies on nature and natural re

current generation from further undermining 
the lives and livelihoods of future generations. 

Table 5: Signature and ratification of AU instruments on natural resources and the 
environment

Instrument
Number of 
signatories

Percentage of 
members that 
signed

Number of 
signatories that 

Percentage of 
signatories that 

45

The Revised African Convention on the Conservation of 
42 12

Capacity (ARC) Agency 24 44.44 0 0

25

.
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all. 

and high scores on human development. One 

feel they are ahead of others and have already 

or mutual support from others. There are no 

gional cooperation and harmonizing policies 
and initiatives.

Table 6: Signature and ratification of AU instruments on rights of special groups and 
African culture

Instrument
Number of 
signatories

Percentage 
of Members 
that signed

Number of 
signatories 

Percentage 
of 
signatories 

44 21

The African Youth Charter 42

The Cultural Charter for Africa 50 22

.
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tions. They include the African Civil Aviation 
Commission Constitution and the Revised 
Constitution of the African Civil Aviation 

transport in the region is highly constrained 
and national authorities are struggling to 
sustain national civil aviation authorities that 

support a regional civil aviation commission 

countries not signing or ratifying the Con

the Constitution of the Association of Afri

cies providing services to those that need them 
and charging service fees. In an initial period 

instruments related to them may attract more 

is one of these instruments. The modalities 
of organizing such exchanges are centralized 

national environmental management authori
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these internal structures seems to outsid

interventions.

11.2 Recommendations

• Continue its efforts to encourage the very 

• Look

dynamic instruments related to the rights 

• Support

practices still prevail in some countries and 

improved. 

• Search

corruption.

• Intensify efforts aimed at increased rati

action on instruments related to infra

energy. These are the drivers of change 

other regions.

• Revive

strengthen rural development and environ
mental studies. These should aim to create 
cultural foundations for protecting natu

• Engage countries that have consistently 
avoided ratifying or even signing some 
of the crucial instruments in spite of their 
economic leadership and exemplary role 

en the voice of the continent and enhance 
capacity for collective action on issues that 

• Re-examine
agencies created through instruments re

disincentive for signing and ratifying such 
instruments.
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• Revise and renew

reforms.

• Further strengthen the concept of a 

pursued to the highest level for all and not 
only through their national or accredited 

vided for in existing instruments).

• Sustain efforts to reduce overlapping 

the African Capacity Building Foundation 

• Take a look at the ACBF Africa Capacity 

ment programmes to address these needs.

• Identify anchor institutions of research and 
capacity development involved in regional 

and other capacities to create core compe

integration and accelerate the implementa

• Take stock of 

of these instruments. These steps should 
accelerate implementation of Articles 14 

•  the chronic failure 

support to stop development partners from 

• Jointly work on

competencies for each role. The aim is to 
reduce redundant staff and increase the 

source management. 
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• Look for

These should strengthen good governance 

• Pay special attention to

development (as stated in the Africa Ca
pacity Report 2014). Action steps include 

to provide seed funds to help set up pol

support to regional centres offering re

for monetary union; and supporting the 

• Assess the role played by

ers) in exercising oversight functions on 

tocols are implemented. And support them 

• Generally strengthen 

The goal is to enhance regional coop
eration and integration; institutionalize 
common democratic values; and accelerate 
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Notes

1. 

2. 

nifying this. Accession is the last process that 

4. 

5. 

etc.
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10. 

11. 
tending it to activities of mercenaries involved 
not only in attempts to disrupt struggles for 

12. 

The Convention on the Ban of the Import into 

14. 

15. 

after the adoption of this Convention.

made in that chapter on trade and investment 

the three instruments covered in this chapter.

that of signatories.

20. 

21. 

22. The Cultural Charter for Africa and The Charter 
for African Cultural Renaissance are not in the 

cluded in this cluster.

The African Civil Aviation Commission Con

Constitution of the African Civil Aviation 

ergy Commission.
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Table A1: List of countries that have signed, ratified/acceded to the treaty 
establishing the African economic community

Country Date of signature Date deposited
Algeria
Angola
Benin

Burundi
Cameroon

Cape Verde
Chad

Comoros

Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia

Number of signatories  54   Number of deposits  49

Source: http://www.au.int/en/sites/default/files/Treaty%20Establishing%20the%20AEC.pdf (downloaded on 20/05/2014).
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Table A2: List of countries that have signed, ratified/acceded to the protocol on the 
treaty establishing the African economic community relating to the pan African 
parliament

Country Date of signature Date deposited
Algeria
Angola
Benin

Burundi
Cameroon

Cape Verde
Chad

Comoros

Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia

Number of signatures  50   Number of deposits 47

Source: http://www.au.int/en/sites/default/files/PAP_1.pdf (downloaded on 20/05/2014).
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Table A3: List of countries that have signed, ratified/acceded to the protocol on 
amendments to the constitutive act of the African Union

Country Date of signature Date deposited
Algeria
Angola
Benin

Burundi
Cameroon

Cape Verde
Chad

Comoros

Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia

Number of signatures 50   Number of deposits  28

Source: http://www.au.int/en/sites/default/files/Amendments%20to%20the%20Constitutive%20Act_0.pdf (downloaded on 20/05/2014).
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Table A4: List of countries that have signed, ratified/acceded to the inter-African 
convention establishing an African technical co-operation programme

Country Date of signature Date deposited
Algeria
Angola
Benin

Burundi
Cameroon

Cape Verde
Chad

Comoros

Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia

Number of signatures 29  Number of deposits  6

Source: http://www.au.int/en/sites/default/files/technical%20Cooperation%20Programme.pdf (downloaded on 20/05/2014).
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Table A5: List of countries that have signed, ratified/acceded to the African charter on 
democracy, elections, and governance

Country Date of signature Date deposited
Algeria
Angola
Benin

Burundi
Cameroon

Cape Verde
Chad

Comoros

Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia

Number of signatures 46  Number of deposits  24

Source: http://www.au.int/en/sites/default/files/Charter%20on%20Democracy%20and%20Governance_0.pdf (downloaded on 20/05/2014).
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Table A6: List of countries that have signed, ratified/acceded to the African (Banjul) 
charter on human and people’s rights

Country Date of signature Date deposited
Algeria
Angola
Benin

Burundi
Cameroon

Cape Verde
Chad

Comoros

Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia

Number of signatures 44   Number of deposits   53

Source:http://www.au.int/en/sites/default/files/African%20Charter%20on%20Human%20and%20Peoples’%20Rights.pdf (downloaded on 

20/05/2014).
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Table A7: List of countries that have signed, ratified/acceded to the protocol of the 
African chapter on human and people’s rights on the establishment of an African 
court on human and people’s rights

Country Date of signature Date deposited
Algeria
Angola
Benin

Burundi
Cameroon

Cape Verde
Chad

Comoros

Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia

Number of signatures 52  Number of deposits   27

Source: http://www.au.int/en/sites/default/files/achpr_1.pdf  (downloaded on 20/05/2014).
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Table A8: List of countries that have signed, ratified/acceded to the protocol of the 
court of justice and human rights 

Country Date of signature Date deposited
Algeria
Angola
Benin

Burundi
Cameroon

Cape Verde
Chad

Comoros

Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia

Number of signatures 29  Number of deposits  5

Source: http://www.au.int/en/sites/default/files/Protocol%20on%20Statute%20of%20the%20African%20Court%20of%20Justice%20and%20

HR.pdf (downloaded on 20/05/2014).
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Table A9: List of countries that have signed, ratified/acceded to the African union 
convention on preventing and combating corruption

Country Date of signature Date deposited
Algeria
Angola
Benin

Burundi
Cameroon

Cape Verde
Chad

Comoros

Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia

Number of signatures 48  Number of deposits   35

Source: http://www.au.int/en/sites/default/files/Corruption.pdf (downloaded on 20/5/2014).
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Table A10: List of countries that have signed, ratified/acceded to the African charter 
on values and principles of public service and administration

Country Date of signature Date deposited
Algeria
Angola
Benin

Burundi
Cameroon

Cape Verde
Chad

Comoros

Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia

Number of signatures 32  Number of deposits   7

Source: http://www.au.int/en/sites/default/files/Public%20Services_0.pdf (downloaded on 20/05/2014).
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Table A11: List of countries that have signed, ratified/acceded to the African charter 
on statistics

Country Date of signature Date deposited
Algeria
Angola
Benin

Burundi
Cameroon

Cape Verde
Chad

Comoros

Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia

Number of signatures 30  Number of deposits   11

Source: http://www.au.int/en/sites/default/files/Charter%20on%20Statistics_0.pdf (downloaded on 20/05/2014).
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Table A12: List of countries that have signed, ratified/acceded to the protocol relating 
to the establishment of the peace and Security Council of the African union

Country Date of signature Date deposited
Algeria
Angola
Benin

Burundi
Cameroon

Cape Verde
Chad

Comoros

Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia

Number of signatures 53  Number of deposits  49

Source: http://www.au.int/en/sites/default/files/Peace%20and%20Security.pdf (downloaded on 20/05/2014).
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Table A13: List of countries that have signed, ratified/acceded to the African union 
non-aggression and common defence pact

Country Date of signature Date deposited
Algeria
Angola
Benin

Burundi
Cameroon

Cape Verde
Chad

Comoros

Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia

Number of signatures 43  Number of deposits   20

Source: http://www.au.int/en/sites/default/files/Non%20Aggression%20Pact_0.pdf (downloaded on 20/05/2014).
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Table A14: List of countries that have signed, ratified/acceded to the OAU convention 
on the prevention and combating of terrorism

Country Date of signature Date deposited
Algeria
Angola
Benin

Burundi
Cameroon

Cape Verde
Chad

Comoros

Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia

Number of signature  50  Number of deposits   41

Source: http://www.au.int/en/sites/default/files/Convention%20on%20Terrorism.pdf (downloaded on 20/05/2014).
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Table A15: List of countries that have signed, ratified/acceded to the OAU convention 
for the elimination of mercenarism in Africa

Country Date of signature Date deposited
Algeria
Angola
Benin

Burundi
Cameroon

Cape Verde
Chad

Comoros

Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia

Number of signature  36  Number of deposits   31

Source: http://www.au.int/en/sites/default/files/Mercenarism.pdf (downloaded on 20/05/2014).
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Table A16: List of countries that have signed, ratified/acceded to the OAU convention 
governing the specific aspects of refugee problems in Africa

Country Date of signature Date deposited
Algeria
Angola ==
Benin

Burundi
Cameroon

Cape Verde
Chad

Comoros

Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia

Number of signatures 40  Number of deposits   45

Source: http://www.au.int/en/sites/default/files/refugee%20Problems%20in%20Africa_0.pdf (downloaded on 20/05/2014).
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Table A17: List of countries that have signed, ratified/acceded to the African union 
convention for the protection and assistance of internally displaced persons in Africa 
(Kampala Convention)

Country Date of signature Date deposited
Algeria
Angola
Benin

Burundi
Cameroon

Cape Verde
Chad

Comoros

Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia

Number of signatures 39  Number of deposits   22

Source: http://www.au.int/en/sites/default/files/Convention%20on%20IDPs%20-%20displaced....pdf (downloaded on 20/05/2014)..
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Table A18: List of countries that have signed, ratified/acceded to the African nuclear-
weapon-free zone treaty (Pelindaba Treaty)

Country Date of signature Date deposited
Algeria
Angola
Benin

Burundi
Cameroon

Cape Verde
Chad

Comoros

Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia

Number of signatures 51  Number of deposits    38

Source: http://www.au.int/en/sites/default/files/pelindaba%20Treaty.pdf (downloaded on 20/05/2014).
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Table A19: List of countries that have signed, ratified/acceded to the African civil 
aviation commission constitution (AFCAC)

Country Date of signature Date deposited
Algeria
Angola
Benin

Burundi
Cameroon

Cape Verde
Chad

Comoros

Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia

Number of signatures 45  Number of deposits   44

Source: http://www.au.int/en/sites/default/files/afcac.pdf (downloaded on 20/05/2014).
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Table A20: List of countries that have signed, ratified/acceded to the Convention on 
the Revised Constitution of the African civil aviation commission

Country Date of signature Date deposited
Algeria
Angola
Benin

Burundi
Cameroon

Cape Verde
Chad

Comoros

Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia

Number of signatures 34  Number of deposits   3

Source: http://www.au.int/en/sites/default/files/Revised%20AFCAC.pdf (downloaded on 20/05/2014).
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Table A21: List of countries that have signed, ratified/acceded to the African maritime 
transport charter

Country Date of signature Date deposited
Algeria
Angola
Benin

Burundi
Cameroon

Cape Verde
Chad

Comoros

Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia

Number of signatures 39  Number of deposits    16

Source: http://www.au.int/en/sites/default/files/Maritime%20Transport%20Charter.pdf (downloaded on 20/05/2014).
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Table A22: List of countries that have signed, ratified/acceded to the revised maritime 
transport charter

Country Date of signature Date deposited
Algeria
Angola
Benin

Burundi
Cameroon

Cape Verde
Chad

Comoros

Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia

Number of signatures 16  Number of deposits   7

Source: http://www.au.int/en/sites/default/files/Revised%20-%20Maritime%20Transport%20Charter_1.pdf (downloaded on 20/05/2014).
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Table A23: List of countries that have signed, ratified/acceded to the convention of 
the African energy commission

Country Date of signature Date deposited
Algeria
Angola
Benin

Burundi
Cameroon

Cape Verde
Chad

Comoros

Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia

Number of signatures 46  Number of deposits   32

Source: http://www.au.int/en/sites/default/files/afrec_1.pdf (downloaded on 20/05/2014).



120

A DIGEST OF OAU-AU TREATIES, CONVENTIONS AND AGREEMENTS, 1963 TO 2014

Table A24: List of countries that have signed, ratified/acceded to the African 
convention on the conservation of nature and natural resources

Country Date of signature Date deposited
Algeria
Angola
Benin

Burundi
Cameroon

Cape Verde
Chad

Comoros

Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia

Number of signature  45  Number of deposits   31

Source: http://www.au.int/en/sites/default/files/Nature%20and%20Natural%20Resources_0.pdf (downloaded on 20/05/2014).
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Table A25: List of countries that have signed, ratified/acceded to the Revised African 
convention on the conservation of nature and natural resources 

Country Date of signature Date deposited
Algeria
Angola
Benin

Burundi
Cameroon

Cape Verde
Chad

Comoros

Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia

Number of signatures 42  Number of deposits   12

Source: http://www.au.int/en/sites/default/files/Revised%20-%20Nature%20and%20Natural%20Resources_1.pdf (downloaded on 

20/05/2014).
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Table A26: List of countries that have signed, ratified/acceded to the agreement for 
the establishment of the African risk capacity (arc) agency

Country Date of signature Date deposited
Algeria
Angola
Benin

Burundi
Cameroon

Cape Verde
Chad

Comoros

Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia

Number of signatures  24  Number of deposits    0

Source: http://www.au.int/en/sites/default/files/Africa%20Risk%20Capacity%20-%20ARC_0.pdf (downloaded on 20/05/2014).
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Table A27: List of countries that have signed, ratified/acceded to the convention for 
the establishment of the African centre for fertilizer development

Country Date of signature Date deposited
Algeria
Angola
Benin

Burundi
Cameroon

Cape Verde
Chad

Comoros

Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia

Number of signatures 31  Number of deposits   6

Source: http://www.au.int/en/sites/default/files/Fertilizer%20Development_0.pdf (downloaded on 20/05/2014).
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Table A28: List of countries that have signed, ratified/acceded to the Bamako 
convention on the ban of the import into Africa and the control of trans-boundary 
movement and management of hazardous waste within Africa

Country Date of signature Date deposited
Algeria
Angola
Benin

Burundi
Cameroon

Cape Verde
Chad

Comoros

Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia

Number of signatures 35  Number of deposits   25

Source: http://www.au.int/en/sites/default/files/Bamako%20Convention.pdf (downloaded on 20/05/2014).
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Table A29: List of countries that have signed, ratified/acceded to the constitution of 
the association of African trade promotion organizations

Country Date of signature Date deposited
Algeria
Angola
Benin

Burundi
Cameroon

Cape Verde
Chad

Comoros

Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia

Number of signatures 39  Number of deposits  13

Source: http://www.au.int/en/sites/default/files/Trade%20Promotion_0.pdf (downloaded on 20/05/2014).
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Table A30: Initial subscriptions to the authorized capital stock for prospective 
members which may become members (article 6 of the statute)

No.
African Union
member states

Total 
subscriptions 
(millions US$)

Percentage 
(%)

Paid-in capital 
shares in 
(millions US$)

Callable capital 
shares 
(millions US$)

1 Algeria 10
2 10

10
4 10
5 10

102.5
Angola

Tunisia
10
11 Tanzania 512.4 2.44
12

14
15

Cameroon

41.21

20 1.22
21
22

24 210 1
25

25.11
Chad
Benin

140.51

22.4

Comoros
105 0.5

Togo
Burundi 0.4

40 10.54
41
42

Central Africa Rep.
44 52.2
45

42 0.2
Cape Verde 4.01

25.2 0.12
21 0.1

50 21 0.1
51 14.54
52 4.2 0.02

4.2 0.02
I. Total AU Countries 21,000.00 [i] 100 3,000.00 18,000.00
II. Non Allocated [ii] 4,000.00 1,000.00 3,000.00
III. Grand Total 25,000.00 4,000.00 21,000.00

Source: http://www.au.int/en/sites/default/files/Statute%20of%20the%20African%20Investment%20Bank%20-%20EN.pdf (downloaded on 

20/05/2014).

[i]: figures may not add due to rounding. [ii]: membership as defined in paragraph 2 of Article 6 of the Statute.
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Table A31: List of countries that have signed, ratified/acceded to the African charter 
on the rights and welfare of the child

Country Date of signature Date deposited
Algeria
Angola
Benin

Burundi
Cameroon

Cape Verde
Chad

Comoros

Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia

Number of signatures 44  Number of deposits    47

Source: http://www.au.int/en/sites/default/files/Welfare%20of%20the%20Child_0.pdf (downloaded on 20/05/2014).
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Table A32: List of countries that have signed, ratified/acceded to the protocol to the 
African charter on human and people’s rights on the rights of women in Africa

Country Date of signature Date deposited
Algeria
Angola
Benin

Burundi
Cameroon

Cape Verde
Chad

Comoros

Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia

Number of signature s 48  Number of deposits   36

Source: http://www.au.int/en/sites/default/files/Rights%20of%20Women.pdf (downloaded on 20/05/2014).
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Table A33: List of countries that have signed, ratified/acceded to the African youth 
charter

Country Date of signature Date deposited
Algeria
Angola
Benin

Burundi
Cameroon

Cape Verde
Chad

Comoros

Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia

Number of signature s 42  Number of deposits   35

Source: http://www.au.int/en/sites/default/files/youth%20Charter.pdf (downloaded on 20/05/2014).
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Table A34: List of countries that have signed, ratified/acceded to the cultural charter 
for Africa

Country Date of signature Date deposited
Algeria
Angola
Benin

Burundi
Cameroon

Cape Verde
Chad

Comoros

Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia

Number of signatures 0  Number of deposits   34

Source: http://www.au.int/en/sites/default/files/Cultural%20Charter%20for%20Africa.pdf (downloaded on 20/05/2014).
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Table A35: List of countries that have signed, ratified/acceded to the charter for 
African cultural renaissance

Country Date of signature Date deposited
Algeria
Angola
Benin

Burundi
Cameroon

Cape Verde
Chad

Comoros

Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia

Number of signatures 31   Number of deposits   8

Source: http://www.au.int/en/sites/default/files/Cultural%20Renaissance%20Charter_2.pdf (downloaded on 20/05/2014).
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Table A36: List of countries that have signed, ratified/acceded to the phytosanitary 
convention for Africa

Country Date of signature Date deposited
Algeria
Angola
Benin

Burundi
Cameroon

Cape Verde
Chad

Comoros

Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia

Number of signatures 0  Number of deposits   10

Source: http://www.au.int/en/sites/default/files/Phytosanitary%20Convention%20for%20Africa.pdf (downloaded on 20/05/2014).
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Table A37: List of countries that have signed, ratified/acceded to the agreement for 
the establishment of the African Rehabilitation Institute (ARI)

Country Date of signature Date deposited
Algeria
Angola
Benin

Burundi
Cameroon
Central African Rep.
Cape Verde
Chad

Comoros

Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia

Number of signatures 31  Number of deposits  26

Source: http://au.int/en/sites/default/files/ari_0.pdf (downloaded on 20/05/2014).
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